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CANADIAN  
ROCKIES ROMANTIC 
CRAFT BEER ROAD TRIP

R
omance and craft beer, not two things you would normally put together. Yet here we are, about 
to embark on a so-called ‘romantic craft beer road trip’, travelling to three winter towns in 
beautiful British Columbia. To be frank, it was my idea to try and combine romance and craft 
beer, after all I adore craft beer and my partner, well let’s just say he’s a romantic at heart. 
Road trip-style, it wasn’t long before the car was loaded and we were off on our way to Fernie, 
a recreational mountain town that is entirely surrounded by the Canadian Rocky Mountains. 

Just three hours away from Calgary, it was a wonder why the place wasn’t teeming with Calgarians looking 
to get away. At the heart of this awesome mountain town is Fernie Brewing Co., a brewery that exploded 
exponentially in the past few years. This family-owned and operated brewery was started back in 2003, in a 
barn nonetheless. Sitting down with Jesse, the manager of production, we soon learned that the reason this 
brewery is so successful is not just the awesome staff and ownership but also the incredible product.  With a 
logo of “Good Beer in a Good Town”, this brewery takes no shortcuts, uses no fillers, adjuncts or preservatives 
and focuses on specialty brews and revamped recipes. The result is award-winning beer including their First 
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deserves a special mention. The Ice Bar is actually 
a year-round bar, located inside the dining room of 
Cirq, an excellent restaurant located at the base of 
the ski lodge. What awaits visitors inside, once you 
don a Helly Hanson Winter Jacket, is one epic vodka 
experience, complete with knowledgeable staff and 
a heck of a lot of ice. Filling our shot glasses made 
out of ice with samples of vodka, it became clear why 
the ice bar is an awesome idea. Because of the cold 
temperatures, the smell of vodka simply disappears 
and you are only left with the taste, which when it 
comes to Crystal Vodka or the Salted Caramel, is 

Trax Brown Ale, Project 9 Pilsner and Lone Wolf IPA. 
Although tours are no longer offered to the public, 
as the brewery has become too busy in the past year, 
I got the chance to tag along with Jesse as he worked 
in the actual brewery. From the fully automated 
systems to the friendly staff that let me peer into 
the tanks to the staff member that was glue gunning 
the mix packs by hand, it was evident that the family 
atmosphere is still very much present here. With 
a car now loaded up with beer, it was time to say 
goodbye to this brewery, with promises to return 
time and time again, if not just for the awesome 
conversations with the staff. 

Fulfilling my need for craft beer, it was time to 
indulge in a little romance, and there is no better 
place in Fernie than the Island Lake Lodge, located 
just a few minutes outside of town. One of the most 
premier Cat skiing or Snowcat skiing (an alternative 
to heli-skiing and provides a comparable quality of 
skiing by using a snowcat to transport guests to deep 
powder areas.) destinations in the world, Island Lake 
has been one of the most filmed and photographed 
destinations in the ski and snowboard industry. 
Lucky for us, Mike McPhee, head of the marketing 
department for Island Lake knew exactly how to 
inject romance into our vacation. As we hopped into 
the Cat for a 25 minute ride up to the lodge it became 
abundantly clear why this place is so popular with 
celebrities and those looking to get away from it all. 
Glistening white snow hung off the towering trees as 
the sun peeked through the clouds, while all around 
us mountains stood tall in the distance. Stepping 
into the Tamarack Lodge’s dining room screamed 
romance. A roaring fireplace, exceptional customer 
service and elegant cuisine awaited us here. The 
romance didn’t end here though, a private snowshoe 
trek around the lake and through the woods was 
the perfect addition. Although primarily the lodge 
is used for Cat-skiing expeditions, a new program 
this year offers the chance to take a snowcat ride 
up, eat a gourmet lunch and either Nordic ski or 
snowshoe around the massive property. First date 
worthy anyone?

With enough romance to last me a lifetime, it was 
back to the beer I craved, although a quick stop at the 
Ice Bar in Lizard Creek Lounge proved that vodka 

| ON THE ROAD

ABOVE FROM TOP:  Taps at Fernie Brewring; at the Ice Bar in Fernie, British 
Columbia. 
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hard to stop drinking. 

Back to the craft beer scene (thank goodness) it 
was off to the second mountain town of the trip, 
Kimberley.  As we pulled into this quirky little German 
town it wasn’t long before we were introduced to 
new brewery owner Kenny. Looking like a typical 
brewery owner, complete with his luscious brown 
beard I quickly learned that Kenny chooses his words 
carefully and eloquently, a welcome change to some 
of the rougher tougher men in the business. This 
brewery, unnamed as of this printing, has been a 10 

year dream of Kenny’s, who has worked hard in the 
home brewing scene learning just what makes the 
perfect brew. Luckily for him, he has an incredible 
team behind him that is supporting this movement. 
With a focus on something different, Kenny has 
committed to making not only exceptional brews 
but consistent ones. One of his biggest pet peeves 
he tells me is when craft breweries aren’t consistent 
in their product. This is also the reason why he has 
purchased brand new equipment, and more than 
he needs at this point. “Running out of beer isn’t an 
option for us,” he tells me, “the last thing you want 
to do is be able to get into the market only to not 
keep up with demand.” Kenny gives great thanks 
to the craft beer industry itself, citing that for the 
past 10 years smaller breweries have welcomed him 
into their operations and he has been able to ask a 
lot of questions and learn a lot of things. Hoping to 
be open for summer 2016, it won’t be long before I 
return to this brewery to get the first taste. 

Later that evening as we soaked in the outdoor hot 
tub, glass of beer in hand, it became abundantly 
apparent the draw for Kimberley. Although this 
quirky little German town has seen its rough days, 
it has seemingly turned a corner and is offering 
vacation-goers an incredible array of dining options 
and recreational opportunities. With the addition 
of two restaurants, The Shed and Pedal and Tap, 
it certainly isn’t hard to turn this into a romantic 
skiing vacation. 

Wrapping up our romantic road trip it was off to the 
town of Invermere where promises of craft beer, 
hot springs and a private fondue dinner awaited. 
Being the smallest town of the three it was no 
surprise that the brewery itself is small and doesn’t 
distribute much further than the Kootenay Region. 
Arrowhead Brewery stuck out amongst the white 
snow as the building is bright blue in colour, with 
huge posters featuring 1950s pin-up girls. Inside 
we were welcomed with vinyl records playing, old 
road signs and a real hippie feeling to it. We got 
right down to chatting with the staff and tasting the 
beer. Although at one point this brewery thought of 
expanding, it has now become clear that for them, 
the local scene is more than enough. Recently 
equipped with a liquor license, it’s no longer just 
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ABOVE FROM TOP:  Flight of beer at Arrowhead Brewing; merchandise at 
Townsite Brewing.
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a taproom but also a pub, where you can sit and 
drink pints all night long, as well as sample some 
of the snacks they offer (Hint: Try the sauces for the 
pretzels, the brewmaster has created them himself). 
With a range of beers from IPAs to extra special 
bitters to ruby red ryes and coffee stout porters, it’s 
no wonder that this place is bustling all the time. 
Bellies full and car full of beer it was off to our last 
stop of the trip, a romantic night spent at Panorama 
Mountain Resort. 

Boarding the chairlift up, it was clear we were the 
only ones not wearing skis, and I paused for a brief 
moment wondering how we would get down, after 
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all, dinner was on top of the mountain at their Mile 
1 Hut. A roaring outdoor fireplace set the mood, 
although inside was just as impressive. A table of 
two was set overlooking the ski hill and as we sipped 
our wine, it felt as though we were truly on top of 
the world. An incredible cheese fondue dinner was 
soon served, followed by a chocolate fondue for 
dessert, accompanied by local wine and Arrowhead 
beer. Clinking our glasses to toast, I had to admit 
that although I wasn’t the romantic type, this trip 
had offered us the best of both worlds, plenty of 
beer for me and plenty of romance for my partner. ■ 

Mountain Spirit Resort at the base  
of the ski hill

Old Bauhower House, Snowdrift,  
The Shed, Pedal and Tap

Snowshoe with Ptarmigan Snowshoe 
Tours, visit the HUGE cuckoo clock  
and ski the hill. 

Panorama Mountain Resort

Mile 1 Hut, Bauernhaus

Ski at Panorama, visit the Whiteway:  
the world’s longest outdoor skating 
surface where you can Nordic ski,  
skate or snowshoe, and shop in  
the boutique stores.

KI
M
BE
RL
EY

IN
VE
RM
ER
E

STAY: 

EAT: 

DO:

STAY: 

EAT: 

DO:

Alpine Lodge

The Brickhouse, Lizard Creek Lodge,  
Island Lake Lodge

Snowshoe at Island Lake Lodge,  
indulge in Chocolate at Bean Pod  
and visit the historic downtown. 
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